
B 5 Of the discretion of ministers in conduct of public
prayer

1. The minister who is to conduct the service may in his discretion make
and use variations which are not of substantial importance in any form of
service authorized by Canon B 1 according to particular circumstances.

2. The minister having the cure of souls may on occasions for which no
provision is made in The Book of Common Prayer or by the General
Synod under Canon B 2 or by the Convocations, archbishops, or
Ordinary under Canon B 4 use forms of service considered suitable by
him for those occasions and may permit another minister to use the said
forms of service.

3. All variations in forms of service and all forms of service used under
this Canon shall be reverent and seemly and shall be neither contrary to,
nor indicative of any departure from, the doctrine of the Church of
England in any essential matter.

4. If any question is raised concerning the observance of the provisions
of this Canon it may be referred to the bishop in order that he may give
such pastoral guidance, advice or directions as he may think fit, but such
reference shall be without prejudice to the matter in question being made
the subject matter of proceedings under the Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction
Measure 1963.

5. In this Canon the expression ‘form of service’ has the same meaning
as in Canon B 1.

Note: The forms of service which have been approved by the
Archbishops or commended by the House of Bishops as being
suitable for use by ministers in exercise of their discretion under
Canons B 4 or B 5 respectively are detailed on pages 185–7.
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