Information for Applicants

Church Colleges’ Certificate in Children’s Ministry

2011/2012

What is it?

The Church Colleges’ Certificate in Children’s Ministry is a part-time course held over three terms, and validated by the University of Chester. It is intended for those who wish to develop their understanding and skills in children’s ministry in a church context. The Church Colleges’ Certificate is a nationally recognised award and, if you complete the accreditation requirements, will give you credits to take

into further study if you want to do that. It is the same level of award as the Chester Diocesan Foundations for Ministry course.

Course Content

The course is organised in three modules, each lasting one term:

1 Understanding Childhood will help you: explore the world of children; understand more about child development theory (physical, psychological, moral, emotional, spiritual and social); and consider the implications of these factors for work with children in the Church.

2 The Bible and Children will help you to understand more about the Bible, the ways in which it can be used and misused, its different kinds of writing, and approaches to interpreting the Bible. This module will also help you to bring these understandings together with your insights on child development, and give you practical ideas for helping children to engage with the Bible.

3 Children and Worship will help you: understand more about the significance of worship as part of Christian discipleship and think about children’s responses to God. The module will include practical ideas and discussion of patterns of worship, the contexts in which children encounter worship, and factors which help/hinder children in their engagement in worship.

Reflecting on your practice

You will connect the learning in each module with your children’s work in your own church. You will also visit another church as a ‘placement’ twice a term and will include your experience there in your reflections. In the written work for each module, you will show how the course is affecting your practice in children’s ministry.

Methods of teaching and learning

Learning will take place through whole-group teaching and discussion, group work, workshops, practical application, guided reading, and a placement.

Placements

We arrange a placement for you in a church other than your own. We will consult you first to make sure this is somewhere convenient which will provide you with a worthwhile experience. Someone in the church will be your ‘host’ for these placements. The aim is to broaden your experience of ministry with children, to develop your practical skills and to provide observations for your reflective learning.

Assessment

You will be asked to do two tasks for each module. These tasks involve written work, and some require you to do practical tasks and presentations to the group. The assignments for each module add up to 4,000 words (or equivalent). If you are anxious about the prospect of assignments, do contact one of the Programme Leaders so that they can explain the requirements in more detail.

Are the assessments compulsory?

It is possible to participate in the course without doing the assignments, though still completing the practical tasks and placement visits. Those who take part in this way will receive a certificate of attendance, but not the Church Colleges’ Certificate (or Bishop’s Certificate, Level 3, in Manchester Diocese).
Practical details

The course is spread over three terms, starting in September. Each term there will be two day sessions (Saturday,10.00 am to 4.00 pm); six evening sessions (Monday 7.30pm to 9.30 pm); and two visits to your placement church at times arranged by you and the church. The venue in 2011/12 will be St George’s Church Hall, Altrincham.

How much time?

In addition to the sessions and placement visits you will be expected to do background reading related to the module. If you register for accreditation, you will also have to complete assignments for each of the modules. Time spent working with children counts as course time.

What does it cost?

The 2011/12 fee is £165 per person for the year. Fees are payable in full at the opening session of the course or in instalments at the opening session of each term. Please ask your church to assist you with course expenses.

If you are a member of the laity, the Manchester Diocese Discipleship and Ministry Department will consider applications for a Laity Development Grant towards your fees. Application forms including eligibility criteria are available from Helen Fallone: hfallone@manchester.anglican.org
The Chester Diocesan Church Workers’ Fund is open to applications for help with fees from those involved in children’s and youth ministry.  Applicants must be communicant members of the Church of England and either: 

1: resident in the diocese and have been involved for at least five years in Christian teaching in the church; or
2: retired teachers and have taught in a Church of England Voluntary School in the diocese.

Application forms are available from Jeff Turnbull:  jeff.turnbull@chester.anglican.org 
Will I need to buy books?

You may want to buy some of the recommended books for future use in your children’s work. However, book boxes containing important texts will be provided for course members to borrow from, and students can also use the library at the University of Chester.

Student responsibilities

As a student you will be expected to: attend and contribute to sessions; attend your placement; liaise with your tutor; maintain files of work; engage in study and reflection; complete assignments on time (if registered for accreditation); share in evaluating your academic progress; contribute to evaluation of the programme.
The Programme Leaders
David Bell (Chester Diocese)

Tel: 01244 681973 ex 226
email: david.bell@chester.anglican.org 

The Revd Steve Dixon (Manchester Diocese)

Tel: 0161 828 1433

email: stephendixon@manchester.anglican.org
The Programme Leaders have responsibility for: general academic guidance and acting as your Personal Academic Tutor; clarifying issues relating to the course; processing applications and induction; facilitating links with the University Student Services.
How to apply

You do not need any formal academic qualifications to do the course. However, you do need to have some active involvement in children’s ministry in a church context and you will need to seek the agreement of your minister when you apply. Entry to the course is conditional on a satisfactory Enhanced CRB check.

The application process follows the policies of Manchester and Chester dioceses for recruitment of volunteer children’s leaders. Specific arrangements should be made with the Programme Leader from your diocese (or the nearest to you if you are not from Chester/Manchester dioceses). You will need to:

•
complete an application form

•
complete a Confidential Declaration form

•
provide two references – one will be the minister/incumbent of your church (put the details on your application form)
•
obtain a satisfactory, fresh Enhanced CRB disclosure, which we will arrange with you

•
attend an informal interview – including discussion of placement arrangements.

If a satisfactory CRB disclosure certificate has not arrived by the beginning of the course, it will still be possible to begin the first module on production of a current, (less than five years old) satisfactory enhanced disclosure certificate with the relevant identification documents. The interdiocesan Child Protection Adviser has advised that this will also be sufficient for the initial visit to the placement church.

We will also ask you to write a reflection of about 500 words on your faith journey so far, your current children’s work in the church and what you hope to get out of the course. This is not assessed but is useful in checking that you will be comfortable with the written element of the course as well as providing background for the interview.

Application forms are available from:

Sandra James (Chester Diocese)

Church House, Lower Lane, Aldford, Chester, CH3 6HP,

Tel. 01244 681973 ex 223;

email: sandra.james@chester.anglican.org
Steve Dixon (Manchester Diocese)

Diocesan Church House,

90 Deansgate, Manchester, M3 2GH

Tel. 0161 828 1433

email: stephendixon@manchester.anglican.org 
or downloadable from the diocesan websites:
www.manchester.anglican.org
www.chester.anglican.org
Application forms should be returned as soon as possible as numbers are limited. The deadline for applications for 2011/12 is 1 August 2011.

