God Friday sermon outline suggestion 2

God Friday – Where is God in all this?

Where was God when that innocent young Jewish teacher was nailed onto a Roman scaffold and died in agony so many years ago? Why is it usually known as GOOD Friday

What’s GOOD about it?

But GOD Friday? 

Where is the Justice in all of this? Where is God in all of this?  

Let’s look at the events of the last few days…

When the soldiers came to arrest Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane he stepped forward and announced who he was and told them to send the others away. Who was giving the orders there? 

He was

He knew that he was fulfilling an eternal destiny. Who was in charge of events?

God

Let’s speak of justice. Let’s look at the trials of Jesus that night. There were 6 in total and all of them were illegal.

1. The binding of a prisoner before his trial was against he law

2. No legal transactions could be conducted at night. 

3. A person could be acquitted on the same day but a guilty verdict could not be reached on the same day.

4.  No prisoner could be convicted on his own evidence

5. Judges were supposed to protect the accused. This was a kangaroo court.

6. No violence could be used during a trial

7. No false witnesses could be brought forward.

8. No witness for the defence was brought in.

9. It was illegal to hold court on a feast day. This was Passover – the highest feast

There are many more irregularities in the proceedings – they broke the law in every way. God’s laws of fairness and justice. Broken by men

And Pilate pronounced Christ to be innocent – the Passover Lamb had to be without flaw.

No justice then for Jesus that night. 

So what was Good about it? What did it fulfil?

The custom was to release one prisoner on some holidays. Pilate offered to release Jesus but the crowd shouted for Barabbas

Barabbas was – condemned righteously under the law

He knew he was guilty and didn’t deserve freedom while someone took his place.

The one who took his place was innocent and Barabbas knew it

He recognised that Jesus was a substitute for him.

Barabbas and Jesus were changing places. The curse, disgrace, blame and agony were taken off the guilty one and placed on Jesus.

The freedom, innocence, safety and ‘clean sheet’ were given freely to the sinner.

So what does that mean for you and I? 

It means the same now as it did then.

The liberty, innocence and immunity are given to us and our guilt and darkness is taken up by Jesus. Who died, once – and for all upon that cross.

So tonight we stand before the cross. Knowing that our sin was nailed to it, and died with Jesus. Knowing that this is the only place to which we can come for cleansing, healing and forgiveness. 

It begins here and ends here. This is God’s provision for us – made possible by the willing sacrifice of Jesus. We do him an injustice if we pick up our burdens and carry them away again. We leave them here and give him thanks. We walk away

Its Friday  - God Friday – Thank God for it.

COULD expand on this greatly

INCLUDE - WHERE WAS GOD IN – war, Starvation etc

Gods fairness (providing enough food etc) – flouted by men

Gods rules of justice – love your neighbour as yourself – flouted by men

