Good Friday Sermon Outline 3

It would be possible, with a little work and using some of the other resources

provided, to turn this sermon outline into a full hours meditative service if you

felt that would suit your circumstances.

Matt 27:1-10    Judas, a former disciple, is full of remorse

And on that day of crucifixion the chief priests and the elders of the people made a decision that would have unforeseen, yet wonderful, consequences for believers world-wide – the decision to put Jesus to death. 

Their decision was not motivated by the kind of glorious, constructive intentions God had in mind, but to remove, in a premeditated, deliberate and godless way a menace to them who challenged their dearly-beloved traditions. And with consciences blunted they bound him, led him away and handed him over to Pilate, the Roman governor.

Judas, whose name has become a by-word for traitors everywhere, had also made a decision earlier about Jesus.  But now we see here a conscience suddenly re-awakened, v3, “he was seized with remorse.” 

It happened “when he saw that Jesus was condemned”. Was it divine illumination about the innocence of Jesus? Had he been previously blind to his master’s sinless character? Or had he never conceived it would this bad for Jesus?

Whatever the reason for this change, he reaches a remarkable conclusion in v4: “I have sinned, for I have betrayed innocent blood”. A stunning acknowledgement of personal guilt, a realization of a sin that’s abhorrent to God, and now it seems abhorrent to Judas himself, indicating (surely) a certain depth of humility. Will we confess our sins with such honesty? Will we acknowledge our wrongdoing to be sin?

However, mere confession is never enough. The tragedy for Judas is that he fails to approach the one priest who can still save him, the person he betrayed – Jesus. Jesus, the victim, alone could cleanse his conscience. Instead he goes to the chief priests to make his humble confession. But they don’t care for him, though they claim to be shepherds of God’s flock! And when they wash their hands of their moral responsibility, Judas despairs. He throws the money into the temple, and goes away and hangs himself.

Matt 27:11-26          Jesus is sentenced to death and mocked, while Barabbas is set free 

During this illegal and farcical trial before the Roman governor, Pilate, Jesus is quietly steadfast in his innocence, the truth he stands for, and the sovereign purposes of God for his destiny. He admits to Pilate that he is the king of the Jews, but refuses to answer the charges of his own people. 

Pilate tries to get Jesus released, but seems unable to secure a watertight verdict. He hopes that the Passover custom of releasing one of the prisoners to the Jewish crowds will create an escape route for Jesus, but they want him crucified.

Pilate then washes his hands in front of the crowd and says, v24; ‘I am innocent of this man’s blood…’ as a way of purging himself from the guilt of shedding innocent blood. It’s ironic for Pilate is doing what an Israelite elder would have done in a case of unsolved murder, according to Deuteronomy; They washed their hands over a sacrificial animal, saying: 

“Our hands did not shed this blood, nor did our eyes see it done. Accept this atonement for your people Israel, whom you have redeemed, O LORD, and do not hold your people guilty of the blood of an innocent man” (Dt 21:7-8). 

Is Jesus the murder victim, or the sacrifice that brings atonement, or both? So he shifts the responsibility from himself and says to the crowd “It’s your responsibility”, the same words used by the chief priests to Judas. 

In an atmosphere where the responsibility is getting shifted, the people do a surprising thing and accept full responsibility for his death; “Let his blood be on us and on our children”. In a corporate act of unity, they take responsibility!

The one man without a voice, Barabbas, the guilty criminal, finds himself set free, redeemed by Jesus.

Matt 27:27-44          Amidst the taunts, Jesus denies his own life to save others

So the trial was a mockery, but the mockery (on a more personal level) intensifies for Jesus, from the soldiers and then from the religious leaders, with increasing boldness and much less subtlety. 

The soldiers arrange a coronation ceremony for Jesus. Being the king of the Jews, a coronation is precisely what he is worthy of. But in this perverse parody, soldiers not priests crown him, thorns not gold make up the crown, and as they hail him king of the Jews they spit on him. “Can both fresh water and salt water flow from the same spring?” 

There is no fighting back to be done, no retaliation. None, for he entrusts himself to loving care of the one who judges justly, his heavenly Father, confident of final justice. Willingly he lets another fight on his behalf, as we must.

It’s really an act of submission to the Father’s will, seen also as he refuses to drink wine mixed with gall for potential pain-relief. In exemplary self-denial, he suffers all that God gives him. He will not take things into his own hands. 

The temptation must have been intense: “Come down from the cross, if you are the Son of God!" "He saved others…but he can't save himself! 

“If you are the Son of God”. He faced a similar temptation in the wilderness at the beginning of his ministry. We know who’s behind this temptation!

Jesus is neither drawn from the Father’s will, nor does he seek to side-step his suffering. Not glory without suffering, but glory through suffering.  Trusting God’s timing and sovereign purposes. And at this, even the robbers being crucified next to him joined in the insults. But for our sake, for our salvation, Jesus stayed where he was to die.

Matt 27:45-56          Jesus opens the way to God by his death for us

At noon, the darkness of God’s divine displeasure (Amos 8:9) descended over the whole land. The Day of the LORD has come, a day of judgment upon sin, the sin of the world weighing down upon his shoulders. Here he suffers severe, excruciating pain. And under the weight of human sin he cries out that extraordinary cry, using the words King David once used, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 

The bond of covenant relationship between him and God has been broken by sin. God hands Jesus over to death, to be cut off from God’s people, cut off from the land of the living. He refuses the wine from the soldiers but willingly drinks the cup of God’s wrath… and gives up his spirit.

But as he dies, unusual events suddenly start happening nearby. The curtain of the temple is torn in two miraculously from top to bottom, the bodies of holy people start climbing out of their tombs, broken apart as the prophet Ezekiel predicted they would (37:12-13). A new age is dawning.

Even as death is suffered by this man, death for others is losing its power. Even now, the effects of Jesus’ death are being seen – a foretaste that his death marks not the end of a life but the beginning of many eternal lives for all who live by faith in the Son of God. Why do they wait to enter the holy city of Jerusalem? So that Jesus might inherit his title as firstborn from among the dead.

Among the hundreds of Roman crucifixions, this one alone stands out as unique, accompanied by these events. Can we stand by unmoved? Or will we conclude, like the soldiers standing there, "Surely he was the Son of God!"?

Matt 27:57-66          Even in his death the authorities seek to control Jesus

Roman law allowed relatives of a criminal to claim the body for burial to avoid it being left for the dogs and vultures. Joseph of Arimathea asks for the body, and provides a tomb, his own tomb, for Jesus, signifying not only now his discipleship, but also a new close family relationship with Jesus –  as a brother, perhaps.

The Jewish authorities, by contrast, continue to be vexed by Jesus. They’d finally got rid of Jesus, but now they could not dismiss him from their minds. It would have served their purposes well to leave the legal protection of the body in the hands of the Romans.  But Joseph’s request changed everything. Pilate had handed the body over to a Jew. They were now responsible. And then they remembered what Jesus had said,`After three days I will rise again.' Fearing events spiralling out of control if the body were stolen, or worse still, fearing perhaps he might actually rise as he said, they went to Pilate again for a guard. “Pilate, give the order to have the tomb guarded to make sure the disciples don’t steal it, and claim he’s been raised!” 

Wishing to see an end to the affair, Pilate replies, "Take a guard. Go, make the tomb as secure as you know how." 

In haste they made every effort to secure the tomb as sure as human hands can. Even in his death they did all they could to tie him down. 

“But vain the stone, the watch, the seal!” Can any human authority suppress the Son of God? Can anyone suppress him?

It was their own interference that paved the way for the fulfilment of the prophecy that he would rise in 3 days. Their seal and their guard served only to bring about the very thing they hoped to prevent… proof to everyone that the tomb was empty, that Jesus had broken the bonds of death. 

