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BISHOP NIGEL’S
THOUGHT FOR
THE MONTH

Ethical
research riddles
AN embryonic stem-cell research centre
opens this summer in Manchester.
Patients on IVF programmes will be
asked to donate eggs and embryos
that would usually be discarded, for
development in the laboratory for
future therapeutic use.

Stem cells are master cells that have
the potential to turn into any kind of
human tissue. The aim of the research
is to use them to replace diseased cells
in people suffering from, for example,
diabetes, cancer, Parkinson's disease or
Alzheimer's.

Advances in genetic engineering
pose major ethical questions.  Is the
relief of suffering sufficient justifica-
tion for the destruction of embryos
and the harvesting of their stem cells?
Or is that unacceptable on the grounds
that an embryo is a human being? 

Gregory of Nyassa, Augustine and
Thomas Aquinas are among eminent
theologians who have suggested that
an embryo is a being that is still
unformed, and lacks the full moral
status of a human. However, few
would deny an embryo has moral
significance of some kind.

Many regard research to cure ill-
ness as morally good, seeing strong
arguments for using pre-existing
embryos, which would die anyway,
for research. But a major difficulty
arises for some moral theologians
when an embryo is created entirely in
order to harvest its stem cells.  It will
be important to watch progress at
Manchester's new centre.

THE BBC will be recording two editions of Songs
of Praise in Manchester Cathedral on 26 April and
anyone who can sing (especially if you sing parts)
is welcome.

The choir rehearsal is from 7-9.30pm on Monday
24 April, and recording takes place from 7-10.30pm
on Wednesday 26 April (you must be seated by
6.45pm).

The hymns and songs will
feature in two future editions
of Songs of Praise, fronted by
the popular ex-chorister Aled
Jones (right). 

The first is due to be
shown on BBC1 on Sunday
18 June and will reflect how
Manchester city centre has
been transformed - ten years
after the IRA bomb; the
second will be shown in
October and will celebrate
Manchester's history.  

To guarantee a seat you
need to apply for a free ticket
from: Kara Nolan, Songs of
Praise (Manchester), Room 5012, BBC, Oxford
Road, Manchester M60 1SJ. Or call the ticketline
and leave a message on 0161 244 3473, specifying
whether you require congregation or choir tickets. 

WHO WILL TELL THEIR STORY?
❐ IF YOU would like to nominate someone to be inter-
viewed for these programmes please send their name,
address and contact details. They need to have a fascinat-
ing story to tell - which clearly echoes their faith and
beliefs. They also need to be able to be 'natural' in front
of a camera.

Songs of Praise is always looking for those stories
that are just bit out of the ordinary - a testimony or
experience or situation that deserves a wider audience
and illustrates the relevance of Christian faith. 

Send your nomination to Programme Producer,
David Taviner, at the same address (above) as soon as
possible.

Your chance to star
in Songs of Praise
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Baptism resources
TWO new resources from
Church House Publishing aim
to bring the baptism service to
life for young children, in
colourful and accessible formats
that help to explain the symbol-
ism of the sacrament.

My Baptism Book and The
Baptism Cube have been pro-
duced with the Church's mission-
shaped agenda firmly in mind. 

Both items aim to help children under-
stand this important milestone in their lives,
whether as preparation before the event or as
a way of helping explain the significance
when they are slightly older. 

My Baptism Book is priced £6.99 (hard-
back) and £4.99 (paperback). The Baptism
Cube costs £5.99. Available to purchase from
all Christian bookshops and Church House
Bookshop or visit www.chbookshop.co.uk.

Leaves of Life for Easter
IN RECENT years Christingle services have
become a major, child-centred outreach
opportunity for
many parishes
round the
Christmas period,
but what about the
greatest feast of the
Christian Year - Easter? 

The Children's Society has now developed
a resource for use between Easter and
Pentecost that may well provide an attractive
route into church for local communities at this
vital period of the Church's year.

Called 'Leaves of Life', the
resource is welcomed by
Manchester Diocesan Children's
Officer, Steve Dixon. He says “I
think it's a great idea. The chil-
dren are asked to think about
what makes life good for people of 

their age in their community, and what
stops life being good for them. 

“These thoughts are recorded on prayer
leaves and play an important part in a special
'Leaves of Life' celebration service. 

“Local community groups are invited to
send in their own prayer leaves, expressing
their 'hope for a new generation' in the neigh-
bourhood, and to attend the service. 

“Afterwards the prayer leaf display can be
toured round the area to inspire local people
to work for what's been prayed for.”

If this sounds like something for your
parish, visit www.childrenssociety.org.uk/
leaves for further details and resource pack.

A closer encounter for 18-30s
IS YOUR church connecting effectively with
young single people in the 18-30 age group?
To help meet their needs, Team Manchester is
hosting a weekend away in Blackpool from
28-30 April called 'Closer'. 

Led by Sue Green and Robin Gamble, it
promises great fun, deep fellowship and great

faith. It will combine teaching, worship
and prayer with laughter and late nights.

Why not encourage your younger people to
join them? 

The weekend costs £62 (£35 for unwaged).
For details, contact Robin Gamble on 0161 828
1452.

New ideas for young outreach
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STREET PASTORS is an
inter-denominational
Church response to urban
problems, engaging with
people on the streets to care,
listen and talk. 

It was pioneered in
London 2003, and has seen
some remarkable results,
including drops in crime in
areas where teams have
been working. 

Street pastors operate in
Moss Side and Longsight
and are due to start working
in Gorton from July. 

CRUX talked with Joanne
Bentley about her experi-
ences with Street Pastors.

JOANNE comes from a
traditional Anglican back-
ground and attends St Mary's
in Urmston where she sings in
the church choir. 

Yet she spends every other
Saturday patrolling the streets
of Moss Side.

What's it like being a street pastor?

When I first heard about being a street pastor
I thought you either had to be incredibly
brave or incredibly stupid to go out in the
middle of the night in some of the rougher
parts of Manchester. But now I'm trained I
really enjoy it. I have never felt afraid. 

What do street pastors do?

We are primarily there to listen, to care and to
help. We work as a team and follow a number
of routes. 

We talk with everyone we meet: teenagers,
family groups and old ladies standing at gar-
den gates. We get to know people who might
not have anyone else to talk to and we build a
relationship with them.

What are the people like?

You need to take your stereotypes about peo-
ple and turn them upside down. There is an
amazing vibrancy and community spirit in
Moss Side. People are very welcoming and
they enjoy being listened to and seeing you
there.

How can you help? 

We get requests for practical help and sup-
port. We make a note of our conversations so
that other team members can follow up and
give feedback.

We also get requests for prayer from peo-
ple who have never been to church. Some
pour out their hearts to us about relation-
ships, griefs and social problems as they
might to a priest. We don't need to give

The Church in action on the streets
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answers, just to listen. 
I am as

used to
praying in a
noisy pub
now as I am
in church!

What is your
team like?

Most of the
people I work
with are from
Pentecostal
churches, but I
don't feel out
of place. 

Each of us
contributes in
our own way
and we have so much to
learn from one another
and our different expres-
sions of faith. I feel I have
grown a lot and become
aware of how I can use my
gifts as part of a team.

IN THE PICTURES : 

FACING PAGE - Joanne
and her fellow Street
Pastors, Tony and
Juggla, share a time of
prayer before their
evening patrol.

FROM THE TOP -
Joanne and Juggla
make friends with a
young mother and her
family; Tony and
Joanne make contact
with a bartender in a
local pub, while
Juggla shares a joke with a
club DJ.

For more information on
the Street Pastors, visit
www.streetpastors.org.uk

‘There is an amazing community 
spirit in Moss Side. People are very 

welcoming, and enjoy  seeing us there.’
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AS REPORTED in last
month's CRUX, the
BBC is marking Easter
with a major musical
event broadcast live
from the streets of
Manchester. 

Manchester
Passion will retell
the story of the last
days of Jesus' life
using popular music
from the cream of
Manchester bands, including M People, New
Order, The Smiths and Oasis.   

The event takes place on Good Friday (14
April), and will be shown live on BBC3 from
9pm, repeated later that night on BBC2.

You may not be a budding pop star or
even know all the songs being sung on the
night, but  churchgoers across Manchester are
urged to play their part in the production.
There are two ways you can do that :

❏ Join the communal choir in Albert
Square, focal point for the performance where
the main stage and a 16-piece orchestra will

be based. There'll also
be a giant screen
showing scenes from
around the city.

The words of the
songs will  be dis-
played and you can
sing along with the
actors and take part in
crowd participation.

❏ Join the Cross
Procession. The
luminous cross used

in the production will be more than eight
metres long, needs 20 people to carry it and
will be followed through the streets by a 200-
strong crowd. 

BBC cameras will follow its progress, and
people in the procession will be asked what
the cross and the Passion mean to them. 

If you'd like to join the Procession, contact
assistant producer Ged Gray on 0161 244 3529
or email manchester.passion@bbc.co.uk. 

The BBC is giving away postcards to pub-
licise the event. Copies can be collected from
Church House.

Play your part in Manchester Passion

Mission-Shaped Church
A series of five Tuesday evenings (25 April-
23 May) encouraging God's people to look
at how we can re-imagine church and serve
our community. 
Presented by C3 Stockport and Wellspring,
the course takes place at St Chad's,
Romiley from 7.30-9.30pm. More details
from Tony Hardy on 0161 612 3404.

Spiritual Companionship Course
To be held on Thursdays from September
2006 and Saturdays from January 2007.

There will be a 'Taster Evening' on 23
May at 7.30 pm at Church House. For fur-
ther details, contact Mrs A Stamp on 0161
708 9366 or email : DDOsec@bishopscourt.
manchester.anglican.org.

Leading Your Church into Growth

A four-day residential course for clergy and
lay leaders.  

It includes:
❏ seeing and following the vision 
❏ building a leadership team
❏ moving the church into mission mode
❏ building good evangelism strategies
❏ creating the right worship experience.

It is a course for big and small churches;
be they inner-city or suburban; catholic;
evangelical or liberal. 

In London Colney, 12-15 June or
Swanwick, 20-23 November. 

For more information contact Robin
Gamble, Canon Evangelist on 0161 828
1452.

COURSES FOR CLERGY AND LAY LEADERS


