
Crux
25pVol 39 No 1    January 2009

Diocese of Manchester : United in prayer, together in mission

www.manchester.anglican.org

Meeting
needs
From drop-in
centres to 
silver surfers

Money
matters
Focus on New
Year funding
and grants

When faith and science
collide Finding common ground 

between divinity and Darwinism



2 January 2009

Highlights for 
the New Year

BISHOP NIGEL’S
THOUGHT FOR
THE MONTH

AMONG our world-wide diocesan
links is our Mothers’ Union link with
North Kivu. 

Their bishop and his wife visited
Manchester before the Lambeth
Conference.

North Kivu is at the heart of a
long and terrible conflict in the
Democratic Republic of the Congo. 

During the last ten years 5.4 mil-
lion people have lost their lives as a
direct result of combat. 

But still it goes on. Villagers live
in constant fear, wondering which
militia will attack them next - killing
their men, raping women and girls,
kidnapping children to be soldiers or
sex-slaves.

In a letter to our MU only a few
weeks ago the Bishop and his wife
wrote: “We have experienced suffer-
ing that we have never known
before. 

“When our women and girls
have been raped, we fail to know
what to say or what to do. We are
overwhelmed.”

Where in the pecking order of our
diocesan links North Kivu stands is
of little consequence. They need
help. 

If you or your parish have not yet
decided on a Lent Appeal for 2009,
please give to North Kivu (via
Bishopscourt or our MU Office at
Church House). 

Above all, please pray for our
brothers and sisters suffering there.

In the
midst of conflict

NEXT autumn Manchester Cathedral will host an art
exhibition ‘Art for God’ highlighting the beauty of
our church buildings and their spirituality. 

Artists are invited to submit a piece of art that
illustrates how God speaks through local church
buildings and worship. Your inspiration may be per-
sonal experience or church heritage.

Further information and application forms from
gimabox-stgeorge@yahoo.co.uk.

Leading Your Church into Growth
A day of teaching, encouragement and inspiration
will be held at St Paul’s Kersal Moor, M7 3QH on
Saturday February 21.

Following on from the 'Leading Your Church into
Growth' residential courses, the LYCiG team is run-
ning a day course for clergy to come with their lead-
ers, PCCs, etc. and it will cover issues such as
becoming a mission church, basic mission strategies,
effective evangelism and making Sunday attractive. 

The cost of the day is £6 (please bring your own
lunch). Call Robin Gamble on 01274 419754.

Refreshed and renewed
A Praxis Day for clergy and lay worship leaders will
be held on Tuesday February 3 at Manchester
Cathedral, from 10am to 4pm

The aim is for those attending to be refreshed and
renewed, to make connections between the rhythm
of life, the rhythm of the Christian seasons and the
rhythms of worship, and to reconnect with the trans-
forming power of worship to change lives. 

The day costs £15 (Praxis members: £12) and reg-
istration is in the cathedral from 9.30 am. To book a
place contact the Revd Trevor Latham The Rectory,
Walton Village , Liverpool L4 6TJ Tel: 0151 525 3130,
e-mail: trevor.latham@talktalk.net.

Parish Mailing at your fingertips
The clergy mailing is now available for the first time
online. Parishioners and clergy can download any of
the content, which will be available for three months
from the date of issue. Click on the Mailing button at
www.manchester.anglican.org.
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A SMALL team within the Church and
Society Department is dedicated to helping
parishes fundraise for buildings or community-
based projects. Training and support on find-
ing sources of finance is available all year, and
the diocese administers a range of grants.

Sue Heil, Resources Officers, says: “We
recognise that raising funds can be daunting,
so we offer a programme of sessions and sup-
port to get you started. In the first ten months
of 2008 parishes were successful in bidding
for £784,000 from external sources, excluding
English Heritage. Many of these parishes take
advantage of the training we offer.”

Fundraising Training : Free and accessible
All sessions are free and take place at Church
House, open to all parishioners and clergy.
Morning sessions 9.30am -1pm, Afternoon
sessions 2pm - 4.30pm

❐ STEP 1 : Introduction to Fundraising and
Grantnet..    Gives an overview of fundraising,
diocesan grants and their criteria. 
JJaann  1133  aamm,,  AApprriill  2288  aamm,,  JJuunnee  44  ppmm

❐ STEP 2 : Getting Your Project off the
Ground..    Following Grantnet training, this
session will help people carry out a Parish
Audit and set up a project which will involve
the local community. 
FFeebb  1177  ppmm,,  MMaayy  1111  aamm,,  JJuunnee  1166  ppmm

❐ STEP 3 ::  Making a Good Application
(Hints & Tips). Feedback and support for
groups who have already drafted an applica-
tion.  March 25 am

MORE HELP
FFuunnddiinngg  AAddvviiccee  DDaayyss. Alongside the training
sessions, Dian Leppington, Parish Resources
Advisor, offers 50-minute sessions where
parishes can discuss individual funding needs.
Jan 15, March 3, April 23, June 18
Contact Helen Falconer to book your training
or funding advice slot on 0161 828 1412.
Parish Audits, Community Development -
Mike France, the Church and Community

Development Officer, is happy to provide
support to parishes considering an audit, and
is available for help and advice. 

Statistics - Alison Peacock, the Mission
Planning Officer, offers help for parishes look-
ing at statistical evidence to support a grant
application, or help with their audit.

MESSAGEBOARD
We have set up a messageboard on the dioce-
san website for issues around funding.  
You can use it to ask questions such as:
☛ Has anyone applied for funding from a
particular trust fund? Would they share their
experience with us?   To register, go to
www.manchester.anglican.org, click on
Church & Society, and then on the Grant
Handbook button.

DIOCESAN GRANTS
The diocese administers a number of grants
that are available to parishes in need. Full
details, application forms and deadlines for
applications are available in the Grants
Handbook on the diocesan website. 
Parish Mission Fund Grants of up to £25,000
are available for new mission initiatives.
Parishes are expected to have paid their Share
to be eligible for a grant.
Pastoral Fund - The Parish Share resources
this fund which provides grants and loans to
help fund church building repairs.  Parishes
are expected to have paid their Share to be eli-
gible for a grant.
Church Urban Fund - Grants are awarded for
parishes in areas of deprivation to help with
projects involving the local community.
St Martin in the Field - The diocese receives
money from the Radio 4 St Martin's appeal. It
can make grants of up to £150 for someone in
dire need – e.g. for fuel, food or clothing.
Grants are paid via parish accounts.
St Agnes - Grants of up to £200 can be paid
for women and children in need. The criteria
are similar to St Martin's grants.

Fundraising training and grants
FINANCE ISSUES



4 January 2009

22000099  mmaarrkkss  tthhee  3300tthh  aannnniivveerrssaarryy  ooff  tthhee
UUnniitteedd  NNaattiioonnss’’ IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  YYeeaarr
ooff  tthhee  CChhiilldd..

This is an ideal opportunity
for churches to adopt 2009 as a
celebration of children and child-
hood by:

☛ Reviewing your work with
children and young people

☛ Celebrating their contribution in the
life of the Church and beyond

☛ Reviewing your children’s ministry vision.

Revd Steve Dixon, Diocesan Children’s
Officer, says: “Most important is the opportunity
this gives us to raise the profile of children’s
work in parishes. 

“If you’ve been thinking that you
really need to ‘do something’ about

some aspect of your children’s
ministry, then 2009 could be the
year.” 

There are two initiatives we
are encouraging parishes to look
at. One is the Bishop’s Certificate

in Children’s Ministry (Level 1)
scheme. The other is the Child

Friendly Church Award.

The Bishop’s Certificate Level 1 is an
enjoyable, user friendly package comprising
six sessions. Other than for the Child Protection
element, participants don’t have to leave
the comfort zone of their own parish or the
people they know.

Celebrating children in the church 

CRUX reported on the award of the first
Child Friendly Church in the diocese, St
Katharine’s, Blackrod, last year. 

Congratulations to St Paul’s, Kersal,
which has become the second church to
receive the award. 

It was presented by Diocesan Director of
Education, Maurice Smith, and the bright
logo will signify that children can expect to
be valued at St Paul’s as central members of
the church community. 

Child Friendly Church : 
Summary of criteria

1. A parish Child Protection policy is in
place and being implemented  

2. The church buildings offer a safe
environment  

3. On-going training and support for
leaders is in place 

4. There are nurture groups for children
and young people 

5. There are opportunities for children to be
included in child friendly church services 

6. Suitable materials for under fives are
available in church 

7. Children and young people are seen as
equal members of the church community 

8. Feedback is obtained from children and
young people 

9. There is a vision for children’s work 

10. There are outreach opportunities.

Visit www.manchester.anglican.org to down-
load the Child Friendly Church pack and for
details of the Bishop’s Certificate. 
For more information on  children’s ministry,
talk to Steve Dixon on 0161 828 1433, or e-mail
stephendixon@manchester.anglican.org.
See also www.yearofthechild2009.co.uk

CHILD FRIENDLY CHURCH 
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Doreen celebrates 40
years at the console

THE community of St Peter’s, Westleigh held a sur-
prise party in honour of Doreen Hayes, to celebrate
her 40th year as organist. Doreen was thanked for her
faithful service ministry of music and she was present-
ed with a Long Service Award Certificate signed by
Bishop Nigel.

Parishes can request the services of an organist on
the diocesan website. Click on Resources for Parishes,
and then Organists to find one, or to advertise your
services if you are an organist looking for a church.

Robin says farewell
Robin Gamble writes : “AFTER seven years it is time
to leave Manchester. Time to leave a diocese where
priests and laity, bishops and archdeacons, Cathedral and
90 Deansgate have all been so encouraging, generous and
affirming towards me. Time to leave a diocese which is
doing so much to share the Good News of Jesus and
grow His church What a great time it has been,
and what wonderful people to work with.

I thank you all for your support and compan-
ionship. More than this, I thank you for your
friendship and love. I leave with a sense of sad-
ness, but also of deep joy.”

Some of the initatives Robin has been
involved in over the years : Sharing the Good
News, Leading your Church into Growth, Run
the Race, Real Christmas, Enquirers’ groups,
Jesus the Evangelist, Back to Church Sunday,
Plan for Growth, The Sending God, Narnia at
the Cathedral, Team Manchester and Seven,
Mission Weekends, Toolbox, Liberals and
Evangelism, The Da Vinci Mass, God Friday,
Silver Service, Experience Easter, Shake this
Place, Luv ’Em.

ETHICAL INVESTMENT
MEANS THE WORLD 
TO US

www.gaeia.co.uk
Email: office@gaeia.co.uk

The Gaeia Partnership Ltd. 829 Wilmslow Road, Manchester. M20 5WD 0161 434 4681
Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Services Authority The value of your investment
can fall as well as rise; past performance is not a guide to future returns.

Gaeia Ethical specialists since 1989. 
Contact us for independent financial advice 
for individuals, organisations and charities.

READER SELECTION
From 2009 there will be two selection days each
year. The training course will begin in September
for both. Selection dates for 2009 are Saturday
Feb 7 (closing date for applications Fri Jan 9)
and  Saturday June 6 (closing date Fri May 8).
Application forms are available from and return-
able to the Archdeaconry Reader Chaplains. 
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PARISHES across the diocese are involved in
serving their communities through a whole
range of projects that meet specific needs.
With Poverty and Homelessness Action Week
at the end of this month, we feature some
projects that meet the particular needs of the
most vulnerable in our society.

❐ ST LUKE’S, HALLIWELL runs a
Drop-in Centre for homeless people, now in
its tenth year.

The project received CUF last year, and is
an independent trust and has attracted gen-
erous funding from Lloyds TSB and small
amounts of funding from Bolton MBC and
the Andrew Christian Trust.

The Drop-In Centre operates from the
Church Hall, and is particularly focused on
helping people experiencing homelessness,
debt and long-term unemployment, alcohol
and drug dependency or social isolation by
offering practical and life skills support.

It offers free meals, clothing, bedding and
emergency blankets, washing and showering
facilities, haircuts, foot care sessions, infor-
mation and support filling in forms and free
use of the phone. 

There’s also specialist practical support: a
treatment room is run by the NHS; there is
advice on drug misuse and treatment; coun-
selling; debt advice, and spiritual support.

Rob Bakewell, Centre Manager, explains,
“Over the past 12 months the Drop-in has
continued to offer much needed support to
over 300 vulnerable people, providing 11,500
free meals, 150 emergency food parcels and
1000 items of clothing. In the course of a year
we deal with 1200 requests for support.

“Our work reduces the isolation of single
people, some of whom are particularly vul-
nerable. We also help people access resources
such as benefits and housing. 

“What people appreciate most is the
opportunity to meet others face to face. One
client recently said bluntly, “If it weren’t for
places like this a lot of us would be in a
wooden box. It makes a great difference.”

❐ HOLY TRINITY, COLDHURST in
Oldham has developed a gardening project
for homeless people. With the help of CUF
and Parish Mission funding, a part-time
development worker has been employed for
the past year to run the project. 

Fr Nick Smeeton, Team Vicar, says,
“When our project worker started in the
parish we quickly identified two key issues.
Firstly, the church needed to be a niche
player - not duplicating the work of other
larger and more experienced agencies. 

“Secondly, the definition of 'homeless'
needed to be wide, and to encompass all
those in poor housing or in danger of
becoming homeless.

“Our plan for delivery was to partner the
parish with other organizations including
the Barnardos Asha project. We also wanted
to provide something that was distinctively
'home-grown'. This will be the gardening
project.

“Through our project worker we are

Working together and winning awards
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already providing gardening work-
shops to groups including asylum
seekers and young people, and we
have also been involved with the
Primary Care Trust's 'Digging for
Health' scheme.

“Over the coming months we hope
to turn a price of scrub land next to the
church (right) into a community gar-
den. Again partnerships (e.g. with
Groundwork) will be important. When
the scheme is in full swing it will at the
same time provide educational and
nutritional benefits to clients, and also
improve the local environment”.

COMPUTER courses are underway for
senior members of the community in The
Canon George Community Hall at St
Margaret’s, Hollinwood, thanks to a
grant from Age Concern and the help of
the PCC. 

Fr David Hawthorn, Parish Priest,
says, “The courses teach the senior
students how to use computers and
how to access the internet. 

“Those attending are given the oppor-

tunity to learn in a friendly environment
and ask questions without feeling
embarrassed. The IT was installed earlier
this year with a grant from SRB6 and is
proving popular with many user groups.”

❐ CONGRATULATIONS to St
Margaret’s, and to Contour Housing.
They won the 2008 Award for Bridging
Cultures in recognition of public and
private sectors working together to
support community projects.

Out of the brambles will come forth beauty ...

Silver surf’s up in Hollinwood!
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Science and Religion:
The vital debate
AS THE ATHEIST BUS CAMPAIGN, BACKED BY 

RICHARD DAWKINS, TAKES TO THE STREETS, WE SAY 
‘SCIENCE DOESN’T MAKE RELIGION REDUNDANT’

WHY doesn’t Synod do something about
Science and Religion? Why doesn’t it do
more to refute the idea, promoted by
prominent atheists, that the amazing
advances we have seen in science in recent
years somehow make religion redundant
or God a delusion? 

This question led to a small group of
scientists in the diocese, convinced of the
importance of science but knowing that it
has no answers to the deepest questions of
human existence and purpose, meeting and
preparing papers for a debate.

Scientific advances challenge how we
understand our faith. There is nothing new in
this as Galileo discovered in the 17th century,

when the fact that the earth orbits around the
sun came into conflict with an over-literal
Biblical interpretation. But groups such as
the Faraday Institute help us to understand
how to relate science and religion. 

Many scientists, who are Christians, are
fully committed to both their science and
their faith and see no conflict between them.

Last year, Diocesan Synod overwhelmingly
passed a motion affirming the compatibility
of belief in God and an understanding of
science. I t  urged the House of  Bishops
and al l  dioceses to robustly promote a
better  public understanding of the compat-
ibility of science and Christian belief. This
will eventually be debated in General Synod. 

It is important that each
of us is challenged to look
afresh at how we relate our
faith and trust in God to our
understanding of the world
in which we live so that we
can approach both with
integrity. A right apprecia-
tion of both science and faith
could help us understand that
our universe is both stranger
and more wonderful than we
could otherwise imagine.

Peter Capon, Reader at
Holy Trinity Platt,

Rusholme, a retired
University Scientist and a

member of General Synod.
The massive size of the LHC project can be clearly appreciated 
as a scientist rides past. (This picture and front cover courtesy of CERN)
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ONE of the most dramatic ideas of modern
science is the Big Bang. The Big Bang was
not a cosmic explosion at a point in time in
empty space, but the beginning of space
and of time itself.

Revd Robert Buckley writes : Last
September the eyes of the world were on the
CERN laboratory near Geneva, waiting for
the moment that would spell a new frontier in
high-energy physics. 

For the first time protons were circulated
in the world’s largest and highest energy par-
ticle accelerator, the Large Hadron Collider
(LHC). 

Experiments using the LHC will attempt to
discover what happened at the first moment
of the universe. At that point science has been
unable to give a description of the initial con-
ditions of the expansion of the universe. 

Theoretical physicists have proposed the
existence of a particle called the Higgs Boson
(referred to as the ‘God Particle’) at this point
of time, which is able to give all other parti-
cles mass.  

If science is unable to describe the initial
moments, is this where God comes in to set
the universe off? This argument is as weak as
the “God of the Gaps” philosophy as it
shrinks God as human knowledge expands.

The experiment in September was halted
due to overheating of the superconducting
magnets, and the LHC will not be operational
again until later this year. 

There is a growing appreciation that the
structure of the universe seems to be sensi-
tively tuned to the existence of life. 

We therefore need both scientific and
religious beliefs to do justice to our under-
standing of God’s world.

The work of a scientist is one of discovery
and worship. One of the most exhilarating
experiences for a scientist is to learn some-
thing that no human has understood before,
to have a chance to see the glory of creation,
its intricacy and beauty.  

No wonder, many years ago the astronomer
Kepler described cosmology as “Thinking
God’s thoughts after Him”.

THE SOCIETY of Ordained
Scientists is a dispersed religious
order for those who are ordained
and have significant experience of
science, engineering or medicine.
In founding the Society, which
has over 100 members, the late
Revd Canon Dr Arthur Peacock,
a Templeton Prize winner, wanted
to express a commitment to the
academic dialogue between faith
and science, within a spiritual
frame work. 
Associate membership is open to
lay people who have an interest
in the science/religion debate. If
you are interested, please contact
Revd Robert Buckley, e-mail
revrobert@athertonparish.co.uk

The ‘God Particle’ : Not just a moment, but eternal
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THE Church of England has developed a new web-
site to mark the bicentenary of Charles Darwin’s
birth in 1809, and the 150th anniversary of the
publication of 'On the Origin of Species' in 1859.

www.cofe.anglican.org/darwin reveals that
Darwin was surrounded by the influence of the
Church his entire life. He trained to be a priest in
Cambridge and was inspired to follow his calling
into science by a clergyman who had a strong
interest in botany. 

Writing on the new website, the Revd Dr
Malcolm Brown, Director of Mission and Public
Affairs, says: “When a big new idea emerges
which changes the way people look at the world,
it’s easy to feel that every old idea, every certainty,
is under attack and then to do battle against the
new insights. The Church made that mistake with

Galileo, and has since realised its error. 
Some church people did it again in the

1860s with Charles Darwin’s theory of natural
selection. So it is important to think again
about Darwin’s impact on religious thinking,
then and now.

“If Darwin’s ideas once needed rescuing
from religious defensiveness, they may also
now need rescuing from some of the enthusi-
asts for his ideas.

“ A scientist has a duty to the truth: a sci-
entist is called to be fearless in discovering
the way the world works. But 'Darwinism'
has become something bigger than Darwin’s
own theories, and raises many moral ques-
tions.”

He asserts that a healthy balance between
the mystery of faith and the wonders of scien-
tific discovery is essential.

“There is no reason to doubt that Christ
still draws people towards truth through the
work of scientists as well as others,” he
writes, “and many scientists are motivated in
their work by a perception of the deep beauty
of the created world.”

Demonising Darwin gets us
nowhere near the truth

SCIENCE AND RELIGION
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THE GREETING on many of our Christmas
cards :  ‘... and a very happy New Year’ may
seem to have a rather hollow ring to it as 2009
dawns.

Over the last few months, the news has
been dominated by the global financial crisis,
and the potential implications for us as a
nation, and as individuals.  

For some of you reading this, and certainly
for others in the parishes of our diocese, the
much spoken of recession is already biting - job
losses, home repossessions, increased fuel bills
being just some of the effects.  It’s a worrying
time for many.

A different drumbeat
And all this is in addition to the existing

day-to-day concerns that make up our lives:
about our families and friends; health issues;
maybe worry about something we’ve done
wrong, and coping with the burden of guilt.

Not much chance of 2009 being a ‘happy
new year’ it seems!

But surely as Christians we ought to be
bringing a different perspective to what’s hap-
pening in these uncertain times.  

A heartening headline
Not in the sense of an ostrich-like, head in

the sand approach, or one that sees faith as
some kind of sedative inoculating us against
each day’s challenges.  Isn’t there a different
drumbeat to march to, than the one set by the
headlines of doom and gloom?  

It seems to me that the clue lies in seeing
faith in Christ not as a solution to life, but as a
way of living it.  Faith doesn’t free us from
questions or even our share of suffering, in
whatever form.  

Rather it affirms meaning in our lives, and
through the struggles, we find that different
perspective - God with us (remember the
meaning of Emmanuel) in the middle of all the
worry and uncertainty.

One of the New Testament verses I often
return to is Jesus’ promise in St John 10.10: “I
have come that you might have life ... life in all
its fulness”.

As we move into 2009, I believe this is the
headline of hope we should be proclaiming
and living out as individuals and Christian
communities.  

Life in all its fullness not meaning a trouble-
free, painless life, but life lived to the full,
embracing its mysteries, agony and beauty.  

A positive response
A response to Jesus’ offer to give us the

inner courage to face the future in the way he
would have us travel, and a commitment as the
people of God to be aware of, and offer hands-
on help to, those most affected by the current
‘climate’. 

There’s nothing new about living in uncer-
tain times, whether at global, local or personal
levels, which is why Jesus’ words from the
Sermon on the Mount about worry, might be
good ones for us to have before us each day of
2009:

‘Seek first the kingdom of God
and his righteousness … therefore
do not worry about tomorrow, for
tomorrow will worry about itself.
Each day has enough troubles of its
own’ (Matthew 6. 33,34)

The Rt Revd Chris Edmondson 
is Bishop of Bolton

... and a very happy 
New Year 
says BISHOP CHRIS
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LIZA FAWCETT is one of 37
Street Pastors coming to the end
of their training and has been
working on the streets since
April of last year.

Five years ago Liza moved
from one of the most sought-
after places to live - Chorley-
wood - to live in Harpurhey.
Since then she has been part of
the local Christ Church family.

At first she thought her age
might be against her until she
found out she was not the old-
est Street Pastor! Since then
Liza’s disarming personality
and her smile has broken into
many difficult situations as she
took on this new calling.

Those who are older have
what Street Pastors call the
‘granny factor’! When young people don’t feel
they can talk to their parents, it is often to an
older role model they feel most able to turn. 

Liza feels that the uniform, training, work-
ing in pairs, and their ethos have made Street
Pastors a welcome part of the community. 

“Though the Christian faith is at the heart
of what we do and why we do it, it is not at

the forefront of what we say.
Street Pastors are not about
preaching but a practical
demonstration of the love of
God.”

Street Pastors are address-
ing needs as well as anti-
sociable behaviour and youth
problems, and are having a
positive effect on reducing
crime. Liza, has been in the
thick of it - everything from
consoling tearful teenage
girls with a loving arm in the
aftermath of knife crimes, to
cleaning up criminal damage. 

These incidents might
sound scary but trained
Street Pastors take them in
their stride. Liza says : ‘There
are lots of opportunities. I

would say, if you are thinking of becoming a
Street Pastor, go for it.’

● DO YOU FEEL you have what it takes?
There will be an introduction weekend on
February 20-22 in Longsight. This is a must
for those who want to be part of a team, but
the weekend can also be useful for those who
are undecided. They can come, listen, learn
and reflect without commitment.

‘On the streets’ in a good cause

LIZA FAWCETT : At 83, 
she’s a Street Pastor with
the vital ‘Granny Factor’

Do feel that you have
what it takes to be a
Street Pastor?

Greater Manchester training course
starts with an introduction weekend 20-
22 February 09 in Longsight. This is a
must for those who want to be part of a
team but also the weekend can be used
for those who are undecided to come
along without committing themselves to
anything. Places must be booked in
advance. For more information,
application pack or to invite us to speak
at your church contact Peter 0790 610
2522; manchester@streetpastors.org.uk
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AS 2009 dawns, it’s
good to reflect that the
worldwide fairtrade
movement continues to
get stronger, with
parishes in the diocese
continuing to play their
part in spreading the
message, taking practical
action to advance principles
of social justice.

Divine inspiration
2008 marked the tenth
anniversary of Divine, the
fairtrade chocolate company.
Divine is co-owned by a large
group of cocoa farmers from
across Ghana. Not only do the farmers get a
fair price, but they are also able to reinvest the
healthy profits in their local communities.

Starbucks raises the bar
This coffeehouse chain, already the world’s
largest FT coffee licensee, has committed to
doubling the amount of ethically-traded
beans it buys in 2009.
This will be worth
£40m, with yet more
millions pledged to

support programmes in
growers’ communities.

It’s great news for the
campaigners and institu-
tions calling for trade to
be used to help people
out of poverty - rather
than trap them in it. 

And it couldn’t
come at a better time

for the families of more
than 100,000 poor-coun-

try farmers who stand to
benefit, as the combined

impacts of climate change,
rising food prices, and exposure to
global economic instability loom.

Meanwhile, back in the UK
Fairtrade Fortnight offers us an excuse to

pester supermarkets to stock products that
promise their growers a decent deal. 

Ask them about Ubuntu cola made with
Malawian sugar - a new FT brand struggling
to establish itself in the UK. 

Badgering supermarkets works! The range
of new products carry-
ing the mark continues
to grow.

Happy birthday Fairtrade!

GOING BANANAS!
LOOK OUT for a world record attempt at
mass banana eating (Going Bananas for
Fairtrade) on March 6 and 7, an opportuni-
ty for your whole church community to
devise social events based around this fair-
trade icon. 

Parishes are also being encouraged to
purchase fairtrade flowers for Easter and
Mothering Sunday in 2009; and we are
hoping to announce a diocesan fairtrade
event in Bury. 

As we wrestle with the current econom-
ic difficulties, let us not lose sight of how 

our local actions impact globally. Fairtrade
works. No wonder we still want more of it. 
IIAAIINN  HHOODDCCRROOFFTT,, FFaaiirrttrraaddee  TTaasskk  GGrroouupp

(adapted from a Christian Aid article)
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TTIIMMEESS  OOFF  SSEERRVVIICCEESS  --   SSUUNNDDAAYY : Morning Prayer 8.45am (said);
Holy Communion 9am (said); Sung Eucharist (Common Worship -
sung - Cathedral Choir) 10.30am; Evensong (sung - Cathedral
Voluntary Choir) 6.30pm.
WWEEEEKKDDAAYYSS : Morning Prayer 9am (Mon-Sat); Holy Communion
1.10pm (Mon-Fri), Evensong 5.30pm (said Mon & Fri, sung Tues,
Wed & Thurs), Evensong 3.30pm (sung, Sat only).

JANUARY
Sun Jan 4 4pm Epiphany Procession
Mon Jan 5 5.30 pm Evensong (Deaf 

Church)
Tues Jan 6 12.30pm  Julian Prayer Group
Wed Jan 7 12.45 pm Turning of the Leaves 
Thurs Jan 8 12 noon Mothers’ Union Prayer 

(Lady Chapel)
Sat Jan 17 - Fri Feb 13 Stain Glass Exhibition
Tues Jan 20 1.10 pm Chethams Concert
Wed Jan 21 12.30 pm Turning of the Leaves 
Tues Jan 27 12.30 Julian Prayer Group

1.30 pm Retired Clergy 
Association (Chapter House)

Thurs Jan 29 12 noon Forward in Faith/ 
Women’s Chapter Eucharist
7pm Theological Society 
Lecture.  ‘Out of the Deep 
(Lecturer: Chris Baker)

FEBRUARY
Sun Feb 1 6.30 pm Organ Recital : La 

Nativite du Seigneur
Wed Feb 4 12.30 pm Turning of the Leaves 

(Regiment Chapel)
Tues Feb 10 1.10 pm Chethams’ Concert
Tues Feb 17 12.30 pm Julian Prayer Group
Wed Feb 18 12.30 pm Turning of the Leaves 

(Regiment Chapel)

EVENTS during JANUARY & FEBRUARY

TThhee  RReevvdd  GGoorrddoonn  FFrreeddeerriicckk  DDoowwddeenn
has died age 82. He served as a priest in
Hulme from 1958 to 1978, was Area
Dean of Hulme (1973-78), Alton (1979-
82), and then Ardwick (1982-90) and
Chaplain of Ancoats Hospital. 

Robin Usher, his last curate during
his time at the Ascension, Hulme,
writes: “GFD was solid, thoughtful,
learned, caring, and deeply spiritual. He
made a great and lasting impression on
many priests trained by him”.

His pastoral concern extended
beyond the parish to embrace the
spiritual direction, counselling, and
befriending of many in the diocese.

A published poet he was a humble
man. When offered an honorary canon-
ry, he said: "I'm not sure that taking on a
title without any accompanying work is
what we're all about."  

TThhee  RReevvdd  GGoorrddoonn  SSmmeetthhuurrsstt has died
aged 75. Gordon joined the architectural
partnership of Bradshaw, Gass & Hope
in Bolton, and became a senior partner. 

He was licensed as a Reader at St
Peter, Halliwell. Ordained in 1982, he
served as a non-stipendiary minister at St
Margaret’s, Halliwell and St Maxentius,
Bradshaw before becoming Assistant
Chaplain at Bolton Royal Infirmary. In
1995 he moved to Westhaughton &
Wingates where he covered a two-year
interregnum before retiring in 2003. 

Derek French, Priest in Charge at St
Margaret, Halliwell, recalls: “As well as
giving true and faithful service to the
people in his care, Gordon continued to
use his skills as a designer and wood-
worker for the benefit of the parish”. 

He was also a trustee and then chair-
man of the Bolton Deaf Society. 

OBITUARIES
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Small Ads
LOOKING for local Christian friends/soulmates?
Join friendsfirst. Call 0161 660 4535.
www.friends1st.co.uk

LLANDUDNO - KENMORE HOTEL, 28 Trinity
Avenue. Special weekly terms for 2009 - £185
per person for dinner, bed and breakfast. All
rooms en-suite, colour TV and tea-making facil-
ities. Non-smoking hotel. Open all year. For
brochure Tel: 01492 877774.

ARE YOU READY for the digital switchover?
Burytec can help with your TV installations,
broadband connection problems, router setup,
computer lessons and aerial installation. Also
with diagnosing telephone line faults. Contact
Peter on 0161 797 4335 or 07989 380551,
www.burytec.co.uk.

HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION. Dogs welcome.
North Cornwall newly converted fully equipped
self-contained holiday accommodation. Sleeps
2/4. Close to Pedstow, Newquay and Eden
Project. Lovely country walks. 15 mins to beach.
Tel 07880 726206 or www.goosehill-holiday-
cottages.co.uk.

DEBT ADVICE NEEDED? – If you need free, face-
to-face advice on how to solve your debt prob-
lems call Graham Niven on 0161 211 3495,
8am–9 pm or visit www.tandemfs.co.uk  

ORGANIST REQUIRED: Holy Trinity Blackley from
January 2009. Sundays and Holy Days – further
details: Father Philip Stamp 0161 205 2897.

PROFESSIONAL ARBORIST, all types of tree work
undertaken. Contact Sean on 0161 795 8525 or
07521 717903.

SPIC & SPAN carpet and upholstery cleaning.
National Carpet Cleaners Association member.
Leather cleaning and restoration. Car valetting,
AutoSmart- trained. Oven cleaning, caustic-free
products. Outdoor pressure washing. Call Tony
for free no-obligation quote Tel: 0161 633 4554.

LUXURY B&B near Shrewsbury in rural
Shropshire. Heated indoor swimming pool.
Ground-floor rooms, all en-suite, one with
whirlpool bath. Lovely gardens, ample parking.
No smoking, pets or young children. Tel: 01743
874660  www.lythhillhouse.com

SOUTH CUMBRIA:  Detached bungalow, quiet
village mid-way Lancaster/Kendal. S/c; sleeps 5;
linen supplied; pets welcome. Tel: 0161 442 0901
(answerphone).
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