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[Red indicates areas where you might wish to add local information.]

Dear [name]


I am writing to thank you for your being part of [church name], we appreciate everything you contribute to our church community.  
Working together enables us to grow our church, nurture our faith and serve our community. We provide a warm welcome to those attending our regular services, we offer a place of solace to the bereaved, and share the joy of those preparing to be married, baptised and confirmed.  

Our impact is felt well beyond the church building itself, sometimes to those who may not normally look to the church for help.  Through our outreach work, such as [add examples] we seek to meet the needs of our community.
All this is possible because of the continued generosity of our supporters. Regular giving is absolutely vital to our work here at [church name]. We receive some money from fees for weddings and from fundraising during the year, but the vast majority of our income comes from regular church members giving faithfully each week through their weekly envelopes or standing orders.

Our church’s finances have been significantly impacted by inflation over the past year. Our energy costs have roughly doubled, and the basic costs of our regular activities – such as food and refreshments – are much more expensive than twelve months ago. This is why I am asking for your help today. [We need to raise an additional £xxx per month/year.]
If you are in a position to do so, please consider:
1. Setting up regular giving via a standing order 

Standing orders are the easiest, most cost-effective donation method for our church. They also allow us to plan and budget for the year ahead so, if you can, please set up a standing order to support our work. Simply complete the form in the enclosed brochure and hand to [Insert name of person].
2. Please consider carefully how much you give to [church name]  
If you haven’t reviewed your regular giving recently, and are in a position to do so, could you prayerfully consider increasing your regular giving to the church? 
Supporters currently give from £20 to £200 each month, depending on their circumstances and we are so grateful for these essential funds.
3. Maximise your giving via Gift Aid
If you are a tax-payer and haven’t yet completed a Gift Aid declaration form, please take a moment to do so as it makes a huge difference to our finances. Simply use the Gift Aid form contained in the attached leaflet and return it to [Insert name of person / details of where to post] in the enclosed envelope. 
Once again, thank you for your generosity and continued commitment, which is greatly appreciated. Please do not worry if you’re not in a position to increase your giving at this time, I know that the cost of living crisis is still very much with us and that we are all in different situations. 
If you would like more information or wish to discuss this further, please get in touch with me at [insert contact details]
Yours in His service,
[Vicar]
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