Title — Mr

Parish — Oldham Parish Church

Year of Birth — 1968

Have you previously served as a member of the General Synod? — No

Statement

Why | am standing for General Synod

| believe that | am well-placed to be a lay representative of our Diocese on Synod, having been
involved over 20 years in parish life in Manchester.

| support the progress made by Synod on all matters of inclusion over the last few years because it
strikes to the heart of who | believe God to be and the outlook | believe the Church should have.

| have an understanding of the various traditions in the Anglican Church — | came to faith as a child
in an evangelical church but now feel at home in a ‘liberal-catholic’ context.

| consider myself to a good listener who seeks resolution where possible by way of patient
consensus-building.

If elected to Synod | will endeavour to represent the Diocese as a lay-mandated member to the
best of my experience and ability, working with and learning from others from Manchester who are
already members.

Further to the latest cycle of violence in the Middle East | will seek to ensure that the concerns of
the Palestinian Christian community are raised in Synod. The worldwide Church has a particular
responsibility to speak prophetically about justice and peace for a common future for all living in
the land in which Jesus walked.

Background

Resident of Oldham, aged 57. | was brought up in the evangelical Open Brethren movement,
baptised by full immersion aged 12 and influenced by the doctrines of the ‘Priesthood of all
Believers’ and the ‘Breaking of Bread’.

When | reached adulthood, | was theologically up-ended, struggling to reconcile life experiences
with faith alongside a growing political consciousness.

Having worked in Higher Education | re-trained as a legal-aid barrister, a commitment to social
justice having deepened. Moved to Manchester in 2002. Long-term/on-going professional work in
frontline housing rights and the inquest/coronial system.

Absorbed — by the kindness of strangers — into St Clement’s Church, Chorlton, M21. | was
confirmed by +Mark Davies at Manchester Cathedral, became a PCC member and served as a
churchwarden for 6 years.



Volunteer with the Ecumenical Accompaniment Programme for Palestine and Israel (World Council
of Churches) residing in the Northern West Bank, working alongside Israeli and Palestinian human
rights’ organisations/communities on a daily basis [2016/2017].

Currently contributing to the re-establishment of Fairtrade and the setting up of Taize services at
Oldham Parish Church. | also help to facilitate prayer and quiet spaces, such as at the Chorlton Beer
Festival.

Observations on parish/Diocesan life

Being welcomed into a generous, outward-facing Anglican congregation changed things for me on
a personal level. I'm a firm believer in hospitality and welcome in an increasingly fragmented
society.

| grasp the joys and challenges of the clergy/laity interface, of the centrality of faithful long-term
commitment to church life at a local level.

I’'m enthusiastic about Diocesan lay courses. Formalised lay participation can unlock many gifts that
may bear much fruit.

| am troubled by resource allocation towards parishes. This is an issue that I’'m keen to learn more
about, to ensure there is meaningful and fair listening by decision makers.

Proposed by Hilary Thomas (Salford & Leigh Deanery) and seconded by Paul Tyler (Oldham & Ashton
Deanery) in this election. | have known Hilary for over 15 years and Paul since moving to Oldham in
2023.

Abby Ogier, Manchester laity representative on General Synod supports my candidacy, kindly
writing:

‘John would be an excellent candidate to complete the representation of the laity of Manchester on
General Synod. He has been involved in many aspects of parish life, including time serving as a
churchwarden. He brings considerable skill and knowledge from his working life and the voluntary
work he has done beyond the C of E. | encourage you to give John your first preference vote’.

Thank you for taking the time to read



